downtools

THE GREEN ROOF MANUAL:
A professional guide

to design, installation

and maintenance

IN MY GARDEN by Edmund C Snodgrass and
Christopher Lloyd - by Christopher Lioyd Linda MclIntyre Timber Press. £25,
In My Garden | paperback reissue of the ISBN 978-1604690491
Sussex gardener's 1993

collection of essays from When asked to review this book

Counlry Lifemagazine. I couldn’t believe how timely the
ploomsbilly & request. I've just sacrificed a large
1SEN. 978 1408011080 chunk of my garden to build a

' MR HAMILTON'S ELYSIUM design studio that, of course, is

by Michael Symes

7 Anillustrated account of the
18th-century landscape at
Painshill Park in Surrey, by a
respected garden historian.
Frances Lincoln, £35

going to feature a funky green roof.
My intention was to kill two birds
with one stone — write my review
and gen up for my green roof.
When the book arrived I soon
realised that it is primarily aimed

LRl e20s02 at large-scale projects, either
UNDERSTANDING industrial or commercial, with the
GARDEN DESIGN target audience being architects,
by Vanessa Gardner Nagel landscape architects or engineers.

Step-by-step handbook on the
basics of laying out gardens,

. aimed at novice designers.
Timber Press, £20

ISBN 978-0881929430

The authors are American and the
majority of the research and case
studies are based throughout
North America, with some
reference to European projects.

' GROW HERBS However, the content of the

by Jekka McVicar :

The celebrated herb-grower’s
. latest book is an update of her
- 2002 title New Book of Herbs,
: 3 covering 100 of her favourites.
. Dorling Kindersley, £14.99

~ ISBN 978-1405355667

book is extremely interesting,
accessible and well written. Each
chapter begins with ‘Key Points’
highlighted in a box, making it easy
to delve in to areas of particular
relevance. In fact, much of the

content is relevant to small projects

as well as large, whether domestic or

commercial. The North American

climate is so varjed that much of the

advice will apply to UK readers too.
A lot of attention is given to

Most books featured on our pages are available to
readers at special rates. For details of book offers,
arranged in association with EFC Bookshop, go to

www.gardensillustrated.com or call 01872 562318.

planting and plant selection and
following the paragraph heading
‘Don’t vilify sedums,

Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles
listed here, and mentioned in the magazine, are available to
order via the website, www.gardensillustrated.com. Alternatively.
call 01872 562318 with your credit or debit card details. or send
a cheque payable to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: BBC Bookshop.
PO Box 200. Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4WJ. Free delivery within
UK. Worldwide delivery available, p&p calculated per order,
please call 01872 562318 for a quote. BBC Worldwide is the data
controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders
are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last.

the author stresses that designers
‘must have a clear understanding of
plant performance relative to the

project objectives and the conditions
on site’ He goes on to explain why
sedums have the perfect survival
skills to cope with a wide range of
conditions, making them ‘good
workhorse species; although many
other plant species are also included.

Well captioned, good quality
photographs appear on practically
every page, showing examples of
successful schemes and a few
problematic ones. In addition there
are close-up images of design
details, plants and materials. The
sample specification and the
extensive list of resources are
especially useful, even though they
are aimed at the North American
market. The depth of research and
breadth of information in this book
makes it a really valuable resource
for any designer or architect’s studio
and well worth the price.

Will this book help me with my
building my green roof? Absolutely.
Annie Guilfoyle is a garden designer
and director of garden design at KLC.

book offer
RRP £25. Reader offer price £23
including p&p




